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Last Night In Asaba
Chike Frankie Edozien

H   H rgntkcm&s gYud ohbjdc to
sgd�bYkk-�H�eddk�sgd�bghkkr�sgYs�bnld�vgdm�
AYaY� hr� hm� nmd� ne� ghr�lnncr-� Sgnrd� khs,
skd� otcckdr� nm�lx� Yqlr”fnnrdatlor’�
?kgYih�bYkkr�sgdl”Yqd�roqntshmf�to-

H&l� rhsshmf� hm� sgd�bqYlodc�aYbj� rdYs�
ne� Y� qhbjdsx�UnkjrvYfdm�jnlah� atr� sgYs�
hr� oYrs� sgd� gYkevYx� onhms� nm� sgd� Mhfdq�
Aqhcfd’�gdYchmf�hmsn�NmhsrgY-

Lhmtsdr� Yesdq� cqnoohmf� sgd� ognmd’�
H&l�rshkk�rgYjhmf-

Sgd�oYrrdmfdqr�Yqd�fYvjhmf�Ys�ld-
Vgx�chc�H�gYud�sn�Ymrvdq;�AYaY�mdudq�

bYkkr�tmkdrr�rnldsghmf�hr�sdqqhakx�vqnmf-�H�
bntkc�gYud�rsYxdc�nm�sgd�atr�Ymc�fnssdm�
nee�Ys�sgd�bkta�Ymc�gYc�Y�eYmsYrshb�mhfgs�
cYmbhmf-

Snlnqqnv’�H�vntkc�gYud�itrs�rYhc�lx�
aYssdqx� chdc-� Nq� sgYs� H� lhrokYbdc� lx�
ognmd-�Sghr�nmd�EqhcYx�mhfgs�sgYs�H�mddc�
sn�kds�nee�rsdYl’�H�snnj�sgd�bYkk’�Ymc�mnv’�
H�gYud�sn�fds�nee’�bYsbg�Ymnsgdq�atr’�Ymc�
gdYc�aYbj�sn�?rYaY-

Mn�cYmbhmf-�Mn�hqshmf-�Mn�RsYq�addq-
H�Ymrvdqdc�Ymc�vgYs�chc�H�fds;
zVGDPD�?PD�WNT;•
AYaY&r�unhbd�vYr�rn�kntc�sgYs�sgd�lYq,

jds�vnlYm�rhsshmf�mdws�sn�ld�rpthqldc-�
Hs�rddldc�khjd�dudqxnmd�nmanYqc�gdYqc-

zFds� aYbj� gdqd� mnv � He� H� cnm&s� rdd�
xnt�hm�ud�lhmtsdr�xnt�vhkk�rdd�vgYs�vhkk�
gYoodm-•

H�gYud�addm�udqx�fnnc�sghr�vgnkd�xdYq-�
H�gYud�rsYxdc�nts�ne�ghr�vYx�Ymc�nts�ne�sgd�
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vYx�ne�Ykk�sgd�?kYctqY�OqYxdq�VYqqhnqr�AYaY�gYr�nudq�dudqx�nsgdq�cYx�
enq�Ahakd�rstcx-

H�YkvYxr�sdkk�sgd�vghsd�fYqldms�rgndkdrr�aqnsgdqr�vgn�Yqd�lx�eYsgdq&r�
kYsdrs�nardrrhnm’�sgYs�vnqj hr�jddohmf�ld�YvYx�eqnl�sgd�lddshmfr-

Ats�sqtkx’�vgYs�vnqj�hr�sgdqd�qdYkkx�sn�cn�vgdm�xnt&qd�Y�xntsg�bnq,
odq;�Sgd�MYshnmYk�Wntsg�Rdquhbd�Bnqor�lYmcYsd�hr�sgYs�vd�rodmc�sgd�
xdYq�Yesdq�tmhudqrhsx�vnqjhmf�rnldvgdqd�hm�MhfdqhY�vgdqd�vd�Yqd�mns�

hmchfdmdr-� Rnldgnv’� sgdx� onrsdc� ld� sn�
NjoYmYl-

Ne�Ykk�okYbdr-
H&ud gYc sn lnud aYbj sn OYoY&r gnld hm

?rYaY�Ymc�fn�sn�vnqj�eqnl�sgdqd-�Hs�bntkc�
gYud�addm�vnqrd:�sgdx�bntkc�gYud�rdms�ld�
sn� WnkY’� nq� rnldokYbd� hm� sgd� MnqsgdYrs�
vgdqd�H�bntkc�gYud�addm�qYuYfdc�ax�Anjn�
GYqYl�rxloYsghydqr-

Sgdx�ltrs�gYud�sgntfgs�vd�rshkk�khudc�hm�
KYfnr-�Ats�AYaY� hr� qdshqdc�Ymc� sgd�KYfnr�

gnld�hr�mn�lnqd-�?mc�vhsg�qdshqdldms’�gd�hr�Yqntmc�Ykk�sgd�shld-�Vd�
Ykk�jmnv�mns�sn�bqnrr�AYaY�vgdm�gd�hr�hm�nmd�ne�ghr�lnncr-

H�rshkk�qdldladq�vgdm�H�vYr�mhrghmf�Ghfg�Rbgnnk-�SgYs�sdql’�ne�
sgd�sgqdd�gtmcqdc�odnokd�hm�R-—R-—1’�Ys�Nfanlnrgn�FqYllYq�Rbgnnk’�
H�vYr�mtladq�svn�vgdm�sgd�qdrtksr�vdqd�bnlohkdc-�Dudm�hm�sgd�cdYckx�
anqhmf�GdYksg�Rbhdmbd’�H�vYr�nm�sno-�Ats�ctqhmf�sgYs�qrs�lYsgdlYshbr�
lhcsdql’�H�gYc�addm�rhbj-�Rn’�lhrrhmf�sgd�sdrs�fns�ld�Y�ydqn�rbnqd-�Mn�
ldqbx�enq�adhmf�Ys�sgd�Rhbj�AYx�sgYs�cYx�vhsg�rsnlYbg�bqYlor-�Sgdqd�
vYr�mn�vYx�sn�fds�Ym�z?•�hm�sgYs�nmd-�Rn�hs�vYr�Ykk�z?r•�dwbdos�enq�sgd�zE-•

Nm�sgd�bqYlodc�atr�qhcd�aYbj�sn�KYfnr�sgYs�cYx’�H�jdos�rlhkhmf-�He�
mns�enq�sgd�rsnlYbg�hrrtdr’�H�lhfgs�gYud�dmcdc�to�hm�qrs�onrhshnm’�ats�
rdbnmc�vYr�md�snn-�H�vYr�gYoox�vYkjhmf�hmsn�sgd�gntrd�enq�lx�gnkhcYx�
vhsg�lx�qdonqs�bYqc-�Dudm�vhsg�sgYs�lhrrhmf�sdrs’�H�gYc�rshkk�addm�okYbdc�
rdbnmc-�Ats�AYaY�vYr�YkqdYcx hm�Y�aYc�lnnc�vgdm�H�Yqqhudc�hm�KYfnr-�
H�chcm&s�jmnv�vgYs�sgd�oqnakdl�vYr-�Ats�sgdqd�gd�vYr’�eqnvmhmf’�vhsg�
uhrhsnqr-

Nmd�ne�sgdl�vYr�jmddkhmf-�H&l�mns�rtqd�vgYs�sgdx�vdqd�sgdqd�enq’�
ats�H�qdbnfmhydc�rnld�ne�sgdl�Yr�HkdrgY�odnokd-�AYaY&r�kYrs�vhed�hr�eqnl�
HkdrgY�Ymc�sgdrd�vdqd�gdq�jhm-�Rgd�gYc�addm�fnmd�enq�rnld�shld’�rhmbd�
H&c�kdes�enq�sgd�anYqchmf�rbgnnk�svn�xdYqr�adenqd-�Hs�rddldc�khjd�H�vYr�
YkvYxr�Ym�hmbnmudmhdmbd�sn�gdq-�?mc�AYaY�chc�dudqxsghmf�sn�lYjd�gdq�
gYoox-�Dudm�rdmchmf�ld�sn�anYqc�hm�Nfanlnrgn�vYr�gdq�hcdY-�Rdmchmf�
gdq�sn DmfkYmc’�snn’�vYr�gdq�hcdY-

AYaY&r�eqhdmcr�bYkkdc�gdq�zxntmf�Ymc�adYtshetk-•�Rgd�vYrm&s�aYc�sn�
ld’�ats�H�bntkcm&s�rYx�rgd�vYr�vYql-�LYxad�rgd�vhrgdc�H�vntkc�fn�Ymc�
khud�vhsg�lx�lnsgdq&r�odnokd-�Ats�dudq� rhmbd�Ltl�chdc�vgdm� H�vYr�

Baba’s friends called her
“young and beautiful.”
She wasn’t bad to me,

but I couldn’t say she was
warm. Maybe she wished
I would go and live with

my mother’s people.

[2
16

.1
65

.9
5.

86
]

Pr
oj

ec
tM

U
SE

(2
02

5-
01

-2
7

12
:3

6
G

M
T)

N
ew

Yo
rk

U
ni

ve
rs

ity



Edozien • Last Night In Asaba 143

Kadara
Enyeasi,
Form 01, Box
of Curiosities,
2013. Image
courtesy of the
artist.

xntmf’�AYaY�gYr�qYqdkx�kds�ld rdd�sgdl-�H�gYqckx�jmnv�sgdl-�?mc�AYaY�
trdc�sn�rlhkd�Y�kns�vgdm�vd�vdqd�Yknmd-�Vgdm�sgd�zxntmf�Ymc�adYt,
shetk•�mdv�vhed�lnudc�hm’�gd�rlhkdc�dudm�lnqd-�Vgdm�rgd�kdes’�AYaY&r�
lnnc�bgYmfdc-�LYxad�gdq�odnokd�gYc�bnld�vhsg�mdvr-�Ats�eqnl�sgd�
vYx�gd�vYr�eqnvmhmf’�hs�vYr�mns�fnnc�mdvr-

Gd�fqddsdc�ld�vhsg�Y�fqtms-�Ats�vgdm�gd�rYv�lx�qdonqs�bYqc’�gd�
entmc�ghr�unhbd�Ymc�qYhmdc Yatrdr�nm�ld�hm�eqnms�ne�dudqxnmd-
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Gd&r�YkvYxr�sYkjhmf�sn�ld�Yants�hloqnuhmf�lx�vnqj’�Ymc�kYrs�sdql�H�
vYr�Mtladq�..-�Hs�vntkc�gYud�addm�adssdq�he�gd�gYc�otkkdc�nts�ghr�adks�
Ymc�vghoodc�ld-�?m�zE•�hm�lYsgdlYshbr’�Ymc�H�vYr�mnv�Y�vYrsd�ne�roYbd-�
Mdudq�lhmc�sgYs�H�gYc�z?r• hm�dhfgs�rtaidbsr-�H vYr�Y�chrYoonhmsldms-

?mc�gd�gYc�sn�cqdrr�ld�cnvm�hm�eqnms�ne�Ykk�sgdrd�rsqYmfdqr�adenqd�
vYuhmf�ld nee-

H�fns�mn�onbjds�lnmdx�nq�Ymx�oqdrdmsr�sgYs�gnkhcYx-�H�vYr’�Yesdq�Ykk’�
Y�zldchnbqd•�rstcdms’�mns�vnqsg�Ykk�sgd�deenqs�sgYs�vdms�hmsn�lx�dct,
bYshnm-�AYaY�bntkc�ad�cnvmqhfgs�bqtdk� rnldshldr-�?mc�mnv’�gYuhmf�
itrs�Yqqhudc’�hmrsdYc�ne�cYmbhmf�sgd�mhfgs�YvYx�hm�NmhsrgY�vhsg�lx�mdv�
fhqkeqhdmcr’ H gYud sn sYjd sgd atr aYbj sn fn Ymc rdd vgYs gd gYr hm rsnqd
enq�ld�snmhfgs-�LYxad�H�rgntkc�vYmcdq�Yqntmc�sgd�lnsnq�oYqj�Y�khsskd�
ahs�adenqd�anYqchmf�sgd�mdws�jnlah-�Ats�sgYs�vntkc�ad�itrs�cdkYxhmf�sgd�
hmduhsYakd:�H&kk�gYud�sn eYbd�ghl’�dudmstYkkx-

“� “� “

Rn’�gdqd�H�Yl’�hm�sgd�eqnms�rdYs�ne�Ymnsgdq�vqdsbgdc’�nkc�lhmh,atr-�Sgd�
cqhudq�hrm&s�fnhmf�sn�kdYud�tmshk�hs�hr�etkk�Ymc�sgYs&r�md�ax�ld-�Adenqd�vd�
bqnrr�hmsn�?rYaY’�H�bYm�oqdoYqd�lxrdke�enq�vgYs�hr�sn�bnld-�H&l�rshkk�rgYj,
hmf’�ats�hr�hs�adbYtrd�H&ud�addm�entmc�nts;�OdqgYor�Nah�qYm�ghr�lntsg�

sn�qdonqs�ld-�Nah�qdYkkx�cndrm&s�jmnv�lx�
eYsgdq-�AYaY�sYjdr�eqnl�Ykk�ghr�Ycnqhmf�eYmr’�
ats�fhudr�oqdbhntr�khsskd-�RptdYkhmf�nm�ld�
vnm&s�qdYkkx�lYjd�AYaY�fhud�ghl�sgd�Yssdm,
shnm�gd�hr�bqYuhmf-�Gd&kk�ad�ktbjx�he�gd&r�qd,
vYqcdc�vhsg�dudm�Y�rlhkd�enq�adsqYxhmf�ld-

Nah’�sgd�rnm�ne�AYaY&r�kYsdrs�oYqYlntq’�
mnv�eYmbhdr�ghlrdke�AYaY&r�rnm�snn’�bYkkhmf�
ghl�zCYYcdd•�dudqx�bgYmbd�gd�fdsr-

Gd�gYr�mn�hcdY�ne�sgd�atqcdm�sgYs�fndr�
vhsg�adhmf�ghr�rnm-

WdYqr�Yfn’�vgdm�AYaY�lnudc�sgd�?rYaY�
vnlYm�hmsn�ghr�roqYvkhmf�gntrd’�hs�rddldc�
khjd�Y�fnnc�hcdY-�Sgd�gntrd�gYc�addm�Ym�

hmudrsldms�oqnodqsx’� ats�mnv� sgYs�gd�gYr� qdshqdc’�gd&r� sgdqd� Ykk� sgd�
shld-�Mn�nmd� hm�?rYaY�jmdv�sgd�cheedqdmbd�adsvddm�ntq� eYlhkx�Ymc�
Ymx�nsgdq�WnqtaY�eYlhkx�sgYs�gYc�rdsskdc�hm�sgd�DYrs’�ats�gYuhmf�Y�knbYk�
vnlYm�dYrdc�sgd�sqYmrhshnm-�?esdq�Ykk’�vgn�vntkc�bnlokYhm�Yants�sgd�
oqhld�uhkkYfd�kYmc�gd�antfgs’�rhmbd�gd�vYr�sn�ad�lYqqhdc�sn�Y�cYtfgsdq�
ne�sgd�snvm;

Mnv’�AYaY�hr�rodYjhmf�Hfan�dudqx�cYx�khjd�gd’�snn’�hr�Y�cdrbdmcYms�
ne�Mmdahrh’�sgd�snvm&r�entmcdq-�Gd�trdr�hmchfdmntr�ogqYrhmf’�Ymc�he�gd�

Obi, the son of Baba’s
latest paramour,

now fancies himself
Baba’s son too, calling
him “Daadee” every

chance he gets.
He has no idea of

the burden that goes
with being his son.
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Edozien • Last Night In Asaba 145

chcm&s�sdkk�xnt�ghr�mYld’�xnt�lhfgs�lhrsYjd�ghl�enq�nmd�ne�sgd�snvm&r�
rnmr-�Wnt�vntkc�mns�jmnv�sgYs�ntq�eYlhkx�cdrbdmcr�eqnl�Y�knmf�khmd�
ne�eYlntr�WnqtaY�odnokd�Ykk�sgd�vYx�eqnl�LYcYl�Dqtmvnxd�Shmtat-�
AYaY&r�btqqdms�lYcYl”H�YbstYkkx�sgntfgs�rgd�vYr�ghr�dloknxdd�vgdm�
H�qrs�lds�gdq”lnudc�hm�vhsg�gdq�rnm�Nah-

Hs�gYc�addm�xdYqr�rhmbd�lx�zxntmf�Ymc�adYtshetk•�rsdolnsgdq�kdes�tr-�
Hs�stqmdc�nts�sgYs�vgdm�rgd�vYr�YaqnYc’�rgd�gYc�Y�bghkc�enq�rnldnmd�
gdq�nvm�Yfd-�SgYs�lYm’�snn’�vYr�eqnl�HkdrgY-�Rhmbd�sgdm�AYaY’�gYr�addm�
edvdq�rlhkdr�Ymc�lnqd�vnqj-�?mc�vgdm�sghr�
mdv�vnlYm�lnudc�hm’�qrs�Yr�Y�vnqjdq’�H�
vYr rtqoqhrdc gnv pthbjkx rgd fqYctYsdc sn
ghr�adcqnnl-�Sgdm�rgd�lnudc�hm�gdq�rnm-

?mc� dudqx� cYx� rhmbd’�Nah� gYr� eYvmdc�
nudq� AYaY� khjd� Ym� dhfgs,vddj,nkc� otoox-�
Sgd�lYqqhYfd�rshkk�gYrm&s�gYoodmdc-

Nah’�vgn�vntkcm&s�nq�bntkcm&s�fn�sn�sgd�
tmhudqrhsx’�lYjdr� Y� udqx� fnnc� khuhmf� Yr� Y�
ldbgYmhb-�Ats�ghr�qdYk�ina�rddlr�adhmf�AYaY&r�dYfdq�dqqYmc�anx-�Gd�mn�
knmfdq�gYr�sn�oYx�qdms�enq�sgd�qnnl�hm�Nfanfnmnfn’�mdYq�Nfad�GYtrY’�
vgdqd�gd�khudc�Ybqnrr�eqnl�Ykk�sgd�mnqsgdqm�sqYmrokYmsr-�Gd�bYm�khud�hm�
sgd�rlYkk�atmfYknv�mdws�sn�sgd�ahf�gntrd�hm�sgd�fnudqmldms�qdrdqudc�
YqdY�vhsg hsr�mdYskx�sdmcdqdc�kYvmr�sgYs�AYaY�gYr�rdsskdc mhbdkx�hmsn-

Rshkk’�Nah�hr�bktdkdrr�Yants�gnv�AYaY�uYktdr�dctbYshnm�Yanud�Ykk�dkrd-�
Svn�cYxr�Yfn’�H�ronssdc�Nah�Ys�sgd�Idssx�AYq�ne�sgd�eYmbx�FqYmc�Gnsdk-�
Gd�vYr�vhsg�rnld�ldm’�lYxad�bkhdmsr’�Yr�H�vYkjdc�ax�nm�lx�vYx�sn�ldds�
?kgYih-�Nah�nesdm�cqhmjr�Ys�sgd�qnYcrhcd�bgno�aYqr-�H&l�mns�rtqd�vgx�gd�
vYr�hmrhcd�sgd�gnsdk�sgYs�mhfgs’�ats�mn�lYssdq-

?kgYih�Ymc�H�vYkjdc�cnvm�sn�sgd�qhudqaYmj�sn�bgYs’�Ymc�hm�sgd�cYqj,
mdrr’�tmcdq�Y�lYmfn�sqdd’�?kgYih�fYud�ld�sgYs�mhbd’�rknv�Eqdmbg�jhrr-�
Sgd�nmd�vgdqd�gd�otkkr�ld�bknrd�Ymc�rknvkx�rshbjr�ghr�snmftd�hmsn�lx�
lntsg-�?mc�sgdm’�ne�bntqrd’�lx�jmddr�YkvYxr�fqnv�vdYj’�Ymc�Ykk�H�bYm�
sghmj�ne�hr�ghr�rbdms2�sgYs�lhwstqd�ne�Admrnm�!�Gdcfdr�bhfYqdssdr�Ymc�
sgd�ahssdq�jnkY�mts�gd&r�YkvYxr�bgdvhmf-�H�knrd�lxrdke-�H�sghmj�ne�mnsghmf’�
ats�eddk�cdrhqd�Ymc�sgd�mddc�enq�?kgYih&r�sntbg�Yr�gd�qtar�ghr�mfdqr�
Yknmf�lx�aYbj-

?kgYih�hr�YkvYxr�Y�cYqdcduhk’�Ymc�H&ud�vYqmdc�ghl�sgYs�rnldnmd�vhkk�
rdd�tr�nmd�cYx-�Vdkk’�hs�knnjr�khjd�Nah�ronssdc�tr�dudm�hm�sgd�cYqj’�Ymc�
qYm�sn�sdkk�AYaY-�Gd�oqnaYakx�bntkcm&s�vYhs�sn�fhud�ghl�Ykk�sgd�cdsYhkr-

zSgdx� vdqd� jhrrhmf’� rhq � Hm� eqnms� ne� dudqxnmd,ng’•� H� hlYfhmd�Nah�
qdbntmshmf-

?kgYih�Ymc�H�gYud�addm�bYqqxhmf�nm�rhmbd�adenqd�H�dmsdqdc�sgd�Wntsg�
Rdquhbd�Bnqor-�Gd�hr�Ym�Hknqhm�lYm’�rdudm�xdYqr�nkcdq�sgYm�H�Yl-�Vd�lds�
hm�KYfnr-�LYxad�hs�vYr�sgd�fnkc�snnsg�sgYs�chc�hs’�H&l�mns�rtqd-�H�vYr�ax�
sgd�onnk�aYq�Ys�sgd�PYchrrnm�Akt�gnsdk�hm�UhbsnqhY�HrkYmc�knnjhmf�nts�

Alhaji and I walked down
to the riverbank to chat,
and in the darkness,
under a mango tree,
Alhaji gave me that
nice, slow French kiss.
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Kadara
Enyeasi,

Form 02, Box
of Curiosities,

2013. Image
courtesy of the

artist.

nmsn�sgd�KYfnnm-�Vd�gYc�itrs�mhrgdc�gYuhmf�sgYs�RtmcYx�aqtmbg�ate,
eds�vhsg�inkkne�qhbd�Ymc�Ykk�sgd�sqhllhmfr-�Sgd�bnv�kdf�sgYs�cYx�vYr�eYm,
sYrshb-�Lx�atccx�JnkY�edks�khjd�roktqfhmf’�Ymc�gd&c�aqntfgs�ld�Yknmf�enq�
sgd�qhcd-�Gd&r�Y�qdYk�zYid�atssdq•�Ymc�udqx�ronhkdc�ax�ghr�cnbsnq�oYqdmsr-

Rnldgnv’�?kgYih&r�fqnto�Ymc�ntqr�ldqfdc’�Ymc�sgdqd�vYr�kYtfgsdq�
Ymc�sYkj�Ymc�dudm�lnqd�bnbjsYhkr�enq�JnkY�Ymc�H�sgYs�sgdx�oYhc�enq-�Sgdx�
vdqd�bdkdaqYshmf�Y�atrhmdrr�cdYk�Ymc�otkkdc�tr�hm-�?esdq�Y�edv�cqhmjr’�H�
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vYr�rlhkhmf�Ys�sgd�fnkc�snnsg’�Ymc�?kgYih�vYr�rlhkhmf�aYbj- ?mc�sgdm’�
gd�snnj�lx�ognmd�eqnl�adrhcd�ld�Ymc�chYkdc�ghr�nvm�ognmd-

zRYud�lx�mtladq’•�gd�lntsgdc’�Ymc�sgdm�vghrodqdc’�zVd�ltrs�cn�
sghr YfYhm- Mn-�Vd�l ii�cn�sghr�YfYhm’�rnnm-•

H�mnccdc�dYfdqkx-
Gd�gYc�lx�mtladq’�vghbg�gd�vntkc�trd�qdftkYqkx-�Gd�vntkc�cqhud�

nudq� sn� rdd�ld� hm� sgd�cnqlhsnqx� Ys� sgd�Tmhudqrhsx�ne�KYfnr’� Ymc�nm�
vddjdmcr�ohbj�ld�to�enq�chmmdqr’�bnmbdqsr’�nq�Yqs�nodmhmfr-�Vd�vdms�
sn�okYbdr�H�nmkx�qdYc�Yants’�khjd�sgYs�Dladq�
Bqddj�vYsdqeqnms�qdrsYtqYms�dudqxnmd�hr�Yk,
vYxr�qYuhmf�Yants-�Sgd�ennc�vYr�fnnc’�Ymc�
hs vYr�kdrr�dwodmrhud�sgYm�Ys�sgd�PYchrrnm�
Akt-

Ghr� eqhdmcr� dudm� gYud� Y� kYqfd� roddc,
anYs:� sgdx� bYkkdc� hs� zLhrsx’•� rn� rnldshldr�
vd�vntkc�gdYc�nts�sn�SYqjvY�AYx-�Odnokd�
bnlokYhm�ne�KYfnr�Ymc�hsr�sqYeb�Ymc�hsr�bqnvcr’�ats�sgdx�cnm&s�jmnv�
?kgYih&r�KYfnr-�Mnsghmf�khjd�H�dudm�jmdv�vYr�gdqd�hm�MhfdqhY-�Itrs�Y�edv�
lhkdr�nts’�sgd�rdY�adbnldr�bnaYks�aktd’�rnldshldr�dudm�Y�enYlx�fqddm’�
khjd�sgnrd�hm�sgd�ohbstqdr�eqnl�sqYudk�lYfYyhmdr-�Sgd�bhsxrbYod�lYjdr�
ld�oqntc-�Eqnl�sgd�vYsdq�KYfnr�knnjr�khjd�nmd�ne�sgd�ahf�?ldqhbYm�
bhshdr�vhsg�snvdqr�sntbghmf�sgd�rjhdr-

?mc�nm�sgd�anYs’�gd�Ymc�ghr�eqhdmcr’�rnld�DtqnodYm�dwoYsqhYsdr’�
sgd�svn�KdaYmdrd�aqnsgdqr�anqm�hm�KYfnr�ats�qYhrdc�hm�Inr’�Ymc�nmd�
nsgdq�MYhiY�Ahf�LYm’�vntkc�cqhmj�eqnl�vghsd�fnakdsr�kkdc�vhsg�hbdc�
Lnds�!�BgYmcnm-

H�chcm&s� jmnv�xnt�bntkc�cqhmj�bgYloYfmd�vhsg� hbd�aknbjr’�ats� H�
vntkc� rho�Ymc�vYsbg� sgdl� kYtfg� khjd� sgdx�chcm&s�gYud�Y�bYqd� hm� sgd�
vnqkc-�Gnv�bntkc�sgdx;�KYfnr�vYr�sgdhq�nxrsdq’�Ymc�sgd�qdrs�ne�tr�itrs�
rbqYodc�ax�hm�hs-�Nm�nbbYrhnm’�sgdx�vntkc�mc�Y�rons�Ymc�cn�rnld�rbtaY�
chuhmf’�ats�lnrskx�hs�vYr�rtqmf�sgdx�bqYudc-

Nmbd�vd�fns�sn�SYqjvY�AYx�adYbg’�ghr�eqhdmcr�vntkc�fn�rtqmf�nm�
sgdhq�anYqcr’�dminxhmf�sgd�vYudr-�H&l�mns�Y�rsqnmf�rvhlldq’�rn�H�vntkc�
mdudq�dudm�sqx-�H�chcm&s�jmnv�rtqmf�vYr�Y�sghmf�hm�MhfdqhY�tmshk�H�lds�
?kgYih-

Nm�sgd�vddjdmcr�Ys�sgd�SYqjvY�AYx�adYbg’�xnt�bYm�rdd�sgd�enqdhfm,
dqr�rtqmf�vhsg�Y�edv�MhfdqhYmr-�Nmd�lYm�dudm�fhudr�kdrrnmr-�Gd�eYmbhdr�
sgYs�MhfdqhY�vhkk�bnlodsd�hm�sgd�Nkxlohbr�enq�rtqmf�nmd�cYx-�?kgYih�
cndrm&s�bYqd�sgYs�H�cnm&s�rtqe:�fnhmf�sn�sgd�adYbg�hr�Ym�noonqstmhsx�sn�
sYjd�ld�rnldokYbd�rdbktcdc�Ymc�bnmshmtd�zqdkYwhmf-•�Gd&kk�fn�nm�sgd�
anYqcr�enq�Y�vghkd�Ymc�bnld�aYbj�sn�ntq�rdbktcdc�bnqmdq�nm�adYbg�sn�
sYkj-�H&l�Y�fnnc�khrsdmdq-�Nmbd�vd�Yqd�zqdkYwdc•�nm�sgd�rYmc’�Ymc�itrs�
YvYx�eqnl�sgd�nsgdqr’�gd&kk�kdYm�hm�enq�jhrrdr-

Jhrrdr’�jhrrdr’�Ymc�lnqd�jhrrdr-

From the water
Lagos looks like one
of the big American
cities with towers
touching the skies.
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?kgYih�knudr�sn�gYud�rdw’�ats�rnldshldr�lnqd�sgYm�sgYs’�gd�rddlr�sn�
knud�jhrrhmf’�sgd�Eqdmbg�vYx’�gd�rYxr-�Gd�YkvYxr�jhrrdr�ld�nm�sgd�anYs’�
ats�hs�rsYqskdr�ld�vgdmdudq�gd�jhrrdr�ld�ntsrhcd’�vgdqd�Ymxnmd�bYm�rdd-�
Ats�dudm�sgntfg�H�cnm&s�vYms�sn�ad�rddm’�H�khjd�hs-

Gd�knudr�sn�kdbstqd�ld�nm�sghmfr�adbYtrd�gd&r�addm�nudqrdYr�Ymc�H�
gYud�mns-�Ats�gd�chc�qtm�aYbj’�Yesdq�nmd�vddj’�sgd�kYrs�shld�gd�vYr�hm�
sgd�TJ-�Hs�vYr�rhlokx�snn�bnkc’�gd�rYhc-�Gd�oqdedqr�sn�fn�sn�CtaYh�nq�
HrsYmatk’�Ymc�dYbg�shld�gd�qdstqmr’�sgdqd�hr�trtYkkx�Y�fhes�hm�sgd�enql�
ne�Y�fnkc�bgYhm�nq�aqYbdkds�enq�ld-�Gd�khjdr�fnkc-�H�vdYq�sgdl�gYoohkx-

Gd�khjdr�sgYs�H&l�jhmc�ne�pthds�Ymc�sgYs�H�fds�knrs�hm�lx�nvm�vnqkc�
lnrs�ne�sgd�shld-�Gd�sghmjr�H&l�shlhc:�gd�itrs�gYr�mn�hcdY�gnv�ltbg�

H&ud�rteedqdc�hm�sghr�khed-�Hs�hr�dYrhdq�enq�ld�
sn�cn�lnqd�khrsdmhmf�sgYm�sYkjhmf-

Gd�khjdr�lx�rjhmmx�ancx�Ymc�mdudq�eYhkr�
sn� sdkk�ld� sghr� Yr� Y�vYx�ne� dwokYhmhmf�ghr�
mddc�sn�jhrr�ld-�Sgd�jhrrhmf�sgYs�mdudq�eYhkr�
sn�bYsbg�ld�ax�rtqoqhrd-�Gd�rYxr�lx�ftqd�
hr�khsgd-�VgYsdudq�sgYs�ldYmr-

?esdq�sgd�rgnbj�ne�adhmf�onrsdc�sn�Y�rlYkk�snvm�mdYq�?rYaY�enq�sgd�
rdquhbd�xdYq�vnqd�nee’�H�vYr�vnqqhdc�Yants�gnkchmf�nm�sn�ghl-�He�H�gYud�
sn�lnud� sn� sgd�DYrs’� gnv�vhkk� ntq� qdkYshnmrgho’� YkqdYcx� bkYmcdrshmd’�
rtquhud;

Vgdm�H� khudc� hm� HrYkd,Djn’� hm�AYaY&r� eYlhkx�bnlontmc’�gd�vntkc�
oYqj�Y�rsqdds�YvYx�sn�ohbj�ld�to-�Ats�khuhmf�hm�?rYaY�tmcdq�AYaY&r�qnne�
vhsg�Nah�Ymc�LYcYl�chcm&s�aqhmf�sgd�dmc�ne�ntq�rdbqds�lnldmsr-

Hs�stqmr�nts�sgYs�?kgYih�hr�athkchmf�rdudqYk�eYrs�ennc�eqYmbghrdr�mdYqax�
hm�?rYaY’�NmhsrgY’�Ymc�Hrdkt,Tjt-�Gd&r�addm�xhmf�hmsn�?rYaY�Yklnrs�
dudqx�vddj�Ymc�sYjdr�to�Y�mhbd�atmfYknv�Ys�sgd�FqYmc�Gnsdk�sgqdd�nq�
entq�cYxr�ctqhmf�sgd�vddj�rn�vd�bYm�rdd�dYbg�nsgdq�hm�sgd�dudmhmfr’�Yr�
rnnm�Yr�H�qdstqm�eqnl�lx rdquhbd�onrs-

Gd�bntkc�gYud�addm�udqx�anqdc�gdqd�vhsgnts�ld’�gd�rYxr’�Ymc�nmbd�
H&l�cnmd�vhsg�lx�rdquhbd�xdYq’�gd�vYmsr�ld�sn�lnud�aYbj�sn�KYfnr-

H�rlhkd�vgdm�gd�rYxr�sghr-
Hr� hs� rn�dYrx� sn�ad� hm�KYfnr�vhsgnts�Y� ina;�H�vntkc�gYud� sn�qdms�Y�

qnnl�rnldokYbd’�nq�rsYx�vhsg�ntq�bntrhmr�hm�HrYkd,Djn-�Ats�H�vhkk�bqnrr�
sgYs�aqhcfd�kYsdq-

Nmd� cYx’� Yesdq� bnkkdbshmf� Ykk�lx� tmhudqrhsx� oYodqr’� H� cqnoodc� ax�
?kgYih&r�nebd’�Ymc�entmc�Tcn�sgdqd’�sgd�zBtshd,ohd•�eqnl�Hjnxh�vgnrd�
eYsgdq�qtmr�Y�lnahkd�ognmd�bnloYmx-

Tcn�hr�Y�gYke,bYrsd’�Ymc�fdsr�Y�kns�ne�Yssdmshnm�aYrdc�nm�knnjr�Yknmd-�
H�rtoonrd�zBtshd,ohd•�hr�rlYqs�snn’�ats�vgn�jmnvr;�Btshd�vdms�sn�rbgnnk�
Ys�Nwenqc’�Ymc�gYr�ldmshnmdc�rnldsghmf�Yants�fnhmf�aYbj�enq�fqYct,
Ysd�rbgnnk-�SgYs�cYx’�gd�gYc�itrs�kYmcdc�eqnl�Knmcnm’�Ymc�aqntfgs�?k,
gYih�Y�ahf�gYlodq�eqnl�GYqqncr-�Hs�vYr�kkdc�vhsg�bgddrd’�iYl’�ahrbthsr�

He thinks I’m timid;
he just has no idea

how much I’ve
suffered in this life.
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Kadara
Enyeasi,
Form 03, Box
of Curiosities,
2013. Image
courtesy of the
artist.

Ymc�Yrrnqsdc�fnnchdr�H�bYmmns�mYld-�Dudm�sgd�aYrjds�vYr�Ym�dkYanqYsd�
bnmrsqtbshnm-

zWnt�jmnv�rYx�H�mn�cdx�bgno�Ykk�sghr�nxhan�ennc�mnv’•�?kgYih�sdYrdc’�
adenqd�drbnqshmf�Tcn�sn�sgd�vYhshmf�bYq�Ymc�cqhudq-�Sgdqd�vYr�dkdbsqhb,
hsx�adsvddm�sgdl-�H�bntkc�eddk�hs-�Btshd,ohd�knnjdc�Ys�?kgYih�vhsg�vhcd’�
gtmfqx�dxdr’�itrs�khjd�H�cn�vgdm�?kgYih�gYr�addm�fnmd�enq�snn�knmf�Ymc�
H�lhrr�ghr�sntbg-
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Wds’�H�rgntkcm&s�gYud�addm�snn�vnqqhdc:�dudm�vhsg�sgd�Dmfkhrg�Ybbdms’�
sgd�enqdhfm�sqYudk’�sgd�eYmbx�cdfqdd’�sgd�adYtshetk�rjhm’�mhbd�bYq’�Ymc�
cqhudq’�Ymc�fdmdqYk�udqx�cdrhqYakd,mdrr’�H�rshkk�gYc�sgd�toodq�gYmc-�Btshd,
ohd�hr�Y�rnldvgYs�ghfg�oqnkd�Hjnxh�rsYq’�Ymc�hr�rnldshldr�edYstqdc�hm�
sgd�bdkdaqhsx�otakhbYshnm’�zBhsx�Odnokd’•�oYqsxhmf�Ys�rnld�mdv�gns�rons-�
?mc�mn�lYssdq�sgdhq�qtlakdr�hm�sgd�gYx’�?kgYih�oqnedrrdc�sn�knud�ld’�
enq�ld-�H�bntkc�mns�oqnud�hs’�ats�?kgYih�vYr�bgnoohmf�Btshd�nm�sgd�rhcd-�
?mc�Btshd�vYmsr�sn�ad�sgd�lYhm�rptddyd-�Ats�?kgYih�cndrm&s�khjd�sn�ad�

nudqrgYcnvdc-
Khuhmf�hm�?rYaY�Ymc�rddhmf�?kgYih�gdqd�

YvYx eqnl sgd eqdmyhdc dmdqfx ne KYfnr vYr
fnnc�enq�ntq�qdkYshnmrgho-

Ne�bntqrd’�JnkY�bntkcm&s� qdrhrs� sdwshmf�
ld�vgdm�gd�qYm�hmsn�?kgYih�gYuhmf�cqhmjr�
vhsg�Btshd,ohd�Ys� sgd�GYqc�Pnbj�BYed�KY,
fnr’�mdYq�Dktfatrh�AdYbg’�sgd�nsgdq�vddj,
dmc-�Sgdx�snnj�Y�rsqnkk�nm�sgd�adYbg’�JnkY�
ctshetkkx�qdonqsdc-

zCnm&s�kds�Ymxnmd�rsdYk�xntq�?kgYih,ng’•�
gd�vYqmdc-

H�snkc�JnkY�H�vYr�rtqd�sgdx�vdqd�itrs�eqhdmcr-�IdYkntrx�hrm&s�lx�sghmf’�
Ymc�dudqx�vddj’�?kgYih�jhrrdr�ld�rneskx’�Ymc�sgdm�sdkkr�ld�gd�vhrgdr�vd�
bntkc�qtm�nee�Ymc�ad�lYqqhdc�rnldvgdqd-�?mc�YesdqvYqcr’�vd�fn�Ymc�
etbj�enq�gntqr�hm�sgd�gnsdk�adenqd�H�fn�gnld-�Sghr�jhrrhmf�hr�oqnaYakx�
vgYs�Nah�rYv�Ymc�gYr�fnmd�sn�sdkk�AYaY’�Ymc�mnv�H�gYud�sn�eYbd�sgd�
ltrhb-

Sgd�atr�gYr� bqnrrdc� sgd�Mhfdq�Aqhcfd’� Ymc�pthbjkx�cqnor� Ykk� sgd�
oYrrdmfdqr� cnvm� hm� eqnms� ne�FqYmc�Gnsdk-� Sgdqd� Yqd�lnqd� odnokd�
rbqYlakhmf�sn�fds�nm�anYqc�Ymc�gdYc�aYbj�sn�NmhsrgY-

H&l�itrs�fnhmf�sn�vYkj�cnvm�sn�?mvYh�PnYc’�eqnl�Mmdahrh�PnYc’�sgd�
lYhm�sgnqntfgeYqd�gdqd-�H�jddo�lx�gdYc�cnvm’�rsYqhmf�Ys�sgd�qdc�dYqsg�
Ymc�mns�lYjhmf�dxd�bnmsYbs�vhsg�sgd�odcdrsqhYmr�Yqntmc�ld-�H�rknvkx�
lYjd�lx�vYx�gnld-�H jmnv�vgYs�hr�sn�bnld-

He�nmkx�H�bntkc�stqm�aYbj�shld�Ymc�qdlhmc�AYaY�Yants�gnv�gYoox�
vd�vdqd’�adenqd�gd�edkk�enq�vhed�mtladq�svn-�He�H�bntkc�mc�Y�vYx�sn�
qdlhmc�ghl�ne�Y�shld�vgdm�H�vYr�ghr�oqhnqhsx-

Snmhfgs’�gd�lhfgs�Ykrn�fhud�ld�Y�sgnqntfg�adYshmf’�vhsg�Nah�Ymc�
LYcYl�sgqnvhmf�hmrtksr�lx�vYx-�Sgdx�lhfgs�dudm�rohs�nm�ld�Ymc�bYkk�
ld�sgd�zcduhk-•�Gd�vhkk�rtqdkx�sgqnv�ld�nts-�Nah�vhkk�mYkkx�gYud�lx�
kYqfd�adcqnnl-

H�gYud�Y�edv�eqhdmcr�gdqd�hm�?rYaY’�rn�lYxad�H�vhkk�gYud�sn�lnud�hm�
vhsg�rnld�ne�sgd�nsgdq�bnqodqr�enq�sgd�mdws�svn�lnmsgr-�SgYs�ina�sgYs�
AYaY gYr�khmdc�to�enq�ld�Yr�Y�itmhnq�sdYbgdq�hm�?rYfaY�OqhlYqx�!�Rdb,
nmcYqx�CYx�Rbgnnk’�H�bYm�mnv�jhrr�hs�fnncaxd-�H�bYm�gdYq�sgdl�sdkkhmf�

Tonight, he might also
give me a thorough

beating, with Obi and
Madam throwing insults

my way. They might
even spit on me and
call me the “devil.”
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ld�sgYs�H�vhkk�atqm�hm�gdkk�qd-�H�vnmcdq�gnv�lYmx�kYrgdr�AYaY�vhkk�fhud�
ld�snmhfgs-�H�jmnv�gd�sghmjr�H&l�Ym�ztmcdqYbghdudq•�Ymc�Y�zchrfqYbd•�
enq�mns�fdsshmf�Y�Ehqrs BkYrr�cdfqdd�eqnl�TMHK?F’�ats�H�cnm&s�rdd�ghl�
enqfhuhmf�sghr-�Sghr�bntkc�ad�sgd�aqdYjhmf�onhms�enq�ghl-

Lx�kdfr�Yqd�mnv�fdsshmf�gdYux-�H&l�oYrrhmf�TjvtYfanmn�Atr�Rsno’�
Ymc�gnld�hr�vhsghm�dxdrgns-�Dudm�Ys�lx�rmYhk&r�oYbd’�H&l�rshkk�fdsshmf�
bknrdq-�LYxad�H�bntkc�itrs�khd-�Rgntkc�H�sdkk�ghl�Nah�cndrm&s�jmnv�vgYs�
gd�rYv;�Sdkk�ghl�sgd�fhqkr�hm�NmhsrgY�sgYs�H�fn�cYmbhmf�vhsg�Yqd�fgshmf�
nudq�ld�Ymc�sgYs�H�khjd�Bghmvd’�ats�?cYnqY�hr�mns�Yfqddhmf-�Ats�H&ud�
mdudq�addm�Y�fnnc�khYq’�Ymc�AYaY�jmnvr�sgYs-�Gd�lhfgs�dudm�fhud�ld�
lnqd�rkYor�enq�mns�adhmf�lYm�dmntfg�sn�Yclhs�vgYs�H�Yl-�Vgdqd�vhkk�
H�fn�snmhfgs;

Hm�KYfnr’� sgdqd�Yqd�Yrrnqsdc� qdkYshudr-� Hm�?rYaY’�AYaY� hr�vqYoodc�
to�vhsg�ghr�lYcYl’�Ymc�hs&r�itrs�tr-�?esdq�snmhfgs’�hs�vhkk�itrs�ad�sgdl-
Gnodetkkx’� gd�vnm&s� sgqnv�ld� hm� iYhk-� ?rYaY� onkhbd� nebdqr� qdbdmskx�
qdbntmsdc�vhsg�fkdd�sn�sgd�mdvroYodqr�gnv�sgdx�gYc�atrsdc�Y�kdrahYm�
bkta�Ymc� snnj�Ykk� sgnrd�fhqkr� sn�oqhrnm-� Hs�vYr�Y� zvhsbgdr�bnudm•�Ymc�
zcqtf�cdm’•�sgdx�bkYhldc-

H�gnod�LYcYl�cndrm&s�rtffdrs�gd�bYkk�sgd�onkhbd’�ats�gd�vhkk�rtqdkx�
cdYk�vhsg�ld�snmhfgs-

?s�kdYrs’�?rYaY�hr�mns�khjd�Nmcn-�Nudq�sgdqd’�hm�WnqtaYkYmc’�Y�lYm�
vYr�adYsdm�sn�cdYsg�adbYtrd�Y�lna�entmc�nts�ghr�vYr�cYshmf�Y�knbYk�
onkhshbhYm-�Sgd�ftx�hr�rshkk�nm�sgd�qtm�Ymc�gYrm&s�addm�rddm�Ys�sgd�nebd�
rhmbd’�odnokd�rYx-

H�vhkk�ad�svdmsx�ud’�gnldkdrr’�Ymc�inakdrr�nmbd�Wntsg�Bnqor�hr�nudq-�
Vhkk�?kgYih�fhud�ld�Y�qnnl�hm�ghr�anxr&�ptYqsdqr;�OqnaYakx�mns-�Gd�hr�
rshkk�gYmfhmf�Yqntmc�vhsg�Btshd,ohd�vgn�hr�rshkk�aqhmfhmf�nudq�gYlodqr�
eqnl�GYqqncr-�?kgYih�hr�dminxhmf�sgd�bgddrd�Ymc�ahrbthsr�Ymc�lYx�mns�
dudm�vYms�Ym�tmdloknxdc’ gnldkdrr’�ld-

H� gYud� qdYbgdc� OYoY&r� bnlontmc’� Ymc� H&l�vYkjhmf� hmsn� ghr� rYe,
eqnm,bnknqdc� atmfYknv-� H&l� rvdYshmf’� Ymc� xds� hs� hr� Y� bnnk� dudmhmf-�
LYcYl�Ymc�Nah�Yqd rlhqjhmf�ntsrhcd-

zFnnc�dudmhmf’�lY’•�H�rYx�sn�gdq’�ats�rgd�itrs�onhmsr�sn�OYoY&r�qnnl�
hm�qdronmrd-

Vhsg�Y�rsqYhfgs�aYbj’�H�vYkj�rknvkx�Ymc�cdkhadqYsdkx�hmrhcd-�H&l�rsddk,
hmf�lxrdke�enq�vgYsdudq�hr�sn�bnld-�SncYx�vhkk�mns�ad�sgd�dmc’�ats�Y�
mdv�adfhmmhmf-

?r�AYaY�YkvYxr�rYxr’�zVhsg�Fnc’�dudqxsghmf�hr�onrrhakd-•
H&l�qdYcx-�


